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Event of the great Aﬀairs in Flanders 

known, if Liſle is taben, or a Battle 
fought, or a Viftory obtain'd, 6c the Enemy 
di'appviated, or the Siege rais'd, and our 
Troops defeated z or what ever it 13, you are 
to obſerve before hand, That the Author 
of this being at ſome diftance from you at 
this time, the News had nor reach'd into 
the Country when this was wrote, and 
therefore you are to allow him asip his laſt, 
to talk in the Language of the Time, while 
the People in ſuſpence about the mighty 
Event, were anxious and full of concern, 
which way the Wheel of Providence ſhall 
be pleas'd to turn this Great Aﬀair — 
Whether to CONQUEST, which if 
it ſhall be the Conſequence, we have Reaſon 


0: ILL, Gentlemen, if you have any 


to hope may happily end the War; or to 
DISAPPOINTMENT, which if it 
follows, we muſt perhaps have ſome of our 
Work to do over again, and muſt expe& 
the Sword to be yet ftretch'd out for ſome 
longer time over \Europe—A Thing, which 
they that do not take for a Judgment, may 
be ſaid to underſtand very little of the 

manner of GOD's governing the World. 
You -may remember, 1 have often ſent 
you to the French for InftruQion, for Spe» 
Aacles, and for Examples ; and lam per- 
ſwaded, theſe French Folks might teach us 
abundance of Things, if we were not too 
haughty to learn from our Enemies—T ſhall 
not rrouble you with long Digrefſions, of 
what every Nation might learn of th-m 5 
in ſhort, they would teach the /raJians Cou- 
rage, 
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rage, the Spaniards Speed, the Swifc Policy, 
the Germans Unanimity ; and the Engliſh 
Devotivn. 

That's hard you'll ſay, and perhaps I may 
have another Grub-Streer Railery npon me 
for affrontiog the Government z my d-fign 
is not to :Front any body, but p-rfeAly na- 
concern'd at any bodies being affronted, or 
if you are 31] affronted, while ] am poſitive 
of this, that 1 have both Truth end Reaſon 
on my iide, and a juſt neceſſity ot ſpeaking 
it : — And therefore be the French as Po- 
piſb as you pleaſe, let their Devotion be as 
od10us to \ou as you will, and talk of their 
praying to GOD with as much Contempt 
as you pitaſe—— The Caſe is the ſame —— 
I am not going to di/pute about the Vertue 
of your Prayers, or theirs z But I can't help 
oblerving this to you, that as ſoon as ever 
the Orders ace (ent from the French Court 
to th=ir Armies to joyn, and at all hazards 
to attempt the relicfof Liflc—At the ſame 
time, Orders are ſent to the Archbiſhop of 
Paris, to cauſe Publick Prayers to be mage 
to GOD over his whole Diccels for the 
Succe(s of their Armi-s, and. for putting an 
En: to this t-rrible War, and particularly 
for the mighty Adtion they expeR every 
D.y to hear of ? 

Now, Gentiemen, will you goto School 
to the French z have you nothing depen- 
ding ? Is all ſure ? is all the Game in your 
own. hands? ls there no poſſibility of MC: 
carriage, and have yuvu nothing to ſay all 
this. while—Not one Petition to Heaven 
to he of. your Side— What ſh}} be expeRed 
of ſuch a Generation ? Has my Madmazx 
nothing to ſay to them ? 

Mad-Man. When. you want to quarrel 
withFolk”, you always Ccll for your Madman ; 
what do you expe I ſhould ſay. of - them ?— 
T ſhall not plcale you, | am. nor deyout ec» 
nough for you. | 

Review. 1. cannot think you can. be ſo 
Mad, but you muſt agree with me in thi:, 
that che French have ſet uz an Example we 
ovght to imirate,, in their applying to Hea- 
yen in ſuch an extraordinary. ConjuaQure as 
this«. 

 . I own the French are to be commen« 
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ded in it and in like extremities, but it may 
be, I may not be ſo forward.as you for 
condemning our People for not doing 
the like. 

R. Why not, pray what Reaſon can yuu 
give for it ? 

M. Wonld you have my mad-Reaſons 
for ir? Would you. have me ſpeak like a 
Matman to thne-Caſe ? 

Reve.l always expett you ſhould {peak like 
yi ur ſelf, and the madd: Rt Man in Bed/am 
cannot oppuſe this I om ſure. 

M. Do not be too ſure of things, you muit 
take thing3 as they are 3 the French are in 
Diftreſs, beaten, and rua duwn; we are 
Belieging Perit- Pari, and Pari-Grand tot- 
ters, and 'tis tyme for them to fall to Pray- 
Crs ——— Like the Men of Tarſhiſh, th: y 
all prayed, and prayed to all their variety 
of Gods, but ic was whra the Ship was 
covered with Waves ; But our Caſe is quite 
otherwiſe, we are ſure of Vittory, the 
Town is our own, and all js well, what 
ſhould we go to our Prayers for? 

Rev. Kight-madly expreſt indeed, and prc- 
phanely envuughs.. 

M. Did you never hear a Story of two 
Cabbin-Boys, diſcourſing very gravely of 
their reſpeQive Maſters, and what they 
did at Sea, and how their Eommander; 
tived—FACK, ſays one, what fora Mafter 
have ,ycu gor ? — O, a ſad Maſter, ſays 
Fack;, be Swears, and Damns, and Curſes, 
and kicks us all if the Wind don't blow 
as he'd have it. Well, but you had-a great 
Storm laſt Voyage, what did he do then 
Fack? —O,. ſays FACK, then he call'd uz 
all down to Prayers— But what does your 
Mafter do TOM, ſays FACK;, my Mafter, 
ſays TOM, | don't like him at all, I'de ra- 
ther have ſuch a jolly Fellow as yours is ; 
my Maſter is always plaguing us with his 
Prayers, and is ſo Damnable Religious, he'1l 
call us all down to Prayers, if it blows bur 
a Cap full of Wind, and when there's NO- 
MORE NEED of it, than there is t9 
run owe's Head againſt rhe Main-maſt —. - 
Now you are like Tom's Mafter, you are 
for calling all the People to Prayers, be- 
cauſe you are Befieging Liſte, when there's 
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no need Of ito No, no more need 
of it than there is i» 4 Ship at See, 

Kev. 1 ſuppoſe. when you are talking 
thus, yuu would have the World know, not 
only that you are a Lunatich, but that the 
Moon is increaſing, your Lucid IntervaJ 
lately over, and you are talking like a true 
Bedlamite 4 or that if you are ſober, you 
talk by Irony, and expect to be u:d-rſtood 
{0, 

M. 1 delieve I talk ſo,. as any B.dy may 
under ftarfd me; if you cannot, that jz*no 
fault of mine: W HA T would you have 
the P-ople pray-F OR ? 

Rev. 1s that a Qjeftion to be ask'd ?Are 
not we told, the two Armies are in fight 
of one another ? Are we not told the 
French are 115coo Nen, and reſolv'd to re- 
lieve the Town whacever ic coſt 2? Are we 
nat told they are puſhing at the Duke of 
My lborough: to bring Wim to a Batile ? 
And that chey are ſtronger than him by 
35000 Men ? Is not the vdds dangerous,and 
are we nut .juſtly under great Concern a- 
bout theſe things ? 1 think it is time to pray 
to GOD to help us. 

M. Not at all. 

Rev, Why ſo ? 

MN. 1.'>ali Hyppo, there's nothing in it z 
if you. were 50000 Men, »nd the French 
152000, they dare not fight you; and if 


they do fight we are ſure of bearing them... 


Rev. Chat may.be true indeed, a-la-Msde 
4 Almanza : But why muft we not pray ? 
You are not come to that yer, 

M. What need. you pray,. you are as 
ſure to take Liſle, and as ſure to beat the 
French if they attempt you, as you are ſure 
they will have mure Wit than to ven- 
ture. 

Rev. Sure of VICTORY fay you! 
that is a bold Word ; a-very pretty thing 
indeed; ſo-you are for telling the People, 
they are able to. beat the French. without 
G OD Almighty's help ;. And need not 
trouble him with the impertinerce of their 
Prayers, nor. be beholden to him for His 
Aſſiſtance ; is not this your Language ? 

M:. If Thad faid ſo in fo many Words, I 
had ſaid nothing but what I-can give you 


Authors for,. 


Reve What fort of Authors muſt they 
be? | 

M. Why trbly almoft all the Authors 
that write upon the Head, all the People 
that give'an Account of it tel] us ſo z for 
at the ſame time, they {e!il us the French 
are fo much Superiour to u- . They lay, 
they cannot relieve Liſle « iihout fighting 
our Army, and that it is "cltev'd they will 
not be ſo harvy as to atcempt Thatz for our 
Troops are fo much better than the French, 
that we fear no odds, that the Duke of 
Ma lhorouph i; ready for them, and reſolves 
to fight them, let the odds be what it will — 
And thus they run on, there is hot one 
Word of GOD Almigh'y in all the Ac- 
counts, nor th# leaft appearance of Con- 
cern, whether he be on one fide or another ; 
therefore *tis not your Midmin only that is 
- this Opinion, '#is the Language of the 

ge, — 

Rev. A ſid Omen indeed) on the contrary! 
the French are on .their knees praying for 
Deliverance and *for Succeſs againſt us : 
Unpraying. Proteſtants ! Don't tell me they 
pray to Falſe Gods, till we can ſce you prays 
ing to the Tiue 3 That chey pray to Sams 
and the Virgin M wy,and innumerable Inter 
ceſſyrs that cannot hear them, ſome of them 
may chance to. be fincerely praying to the 
True GOD, and if you wholly negle it, 
you m1y expett what you will, but if GOD 
ſhould deliver you, that ſeek it not, and 
d-liver up them that arecrying for Mercy; 
He wculd Att in a way you have no war-- 
rant to hope for, and differing from the 
common courſe of his Providence in the 
World. 

M. We are reſolv'd to venture it. 

Rev. WE, who do you mean by WE ? 

M. Nay you may Judge who ] mean ; 
WE QMadmen, WE, that GOD in various 
Methods of Judgment has depriv'd of our 
S-nces, our Memories, and the Power of 
RefteQing, for I readily acknowledge, no 
body in their Sences would talk ſo. 

Rev. Where do theſe People live, I' hope 
they are all in Bedlam with you ?- 

M. Indeed no, they are ſcatter'd*up and: 
down over the whole Face of this our Bri- 
tiſh- World, and they, are mixt among all. 

Pea 
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